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Friendship newsletter has an opportunity interview Madame
Thipphakone Chantavongsa, Deputy Minister of Finance of
Lao PDR on NEDA’S partnership with Lao PDR
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I Development Cooperation Agency (Public and tourism?
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ver the past four months the
Neighbouring Countries Economic
Development Cooperation Agency
(Public Organization) or NEDA has welcomed

Mr. Newin Sinsiri, NEDA’s new president.

Friendship has a chance to inferview with
Mr. Newin on his vision and goadl in leading
NEDA to move forward to its destination that
is to be a vigorous agency in ferms of finance
and standard administration system comparable

to world-class organizations.

In terms of cooperation with neighboring
countries, NEDA has expanded ifs role in three
new countries including the Democratic Republic
of Timor-Leste, the Kingdom of Bhutan and the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka in
order to further sfrengthen connectivity
pbetween ASEAN and South Asia.

This is a good opporturity for NEDA to further

strengthen relationship with seven countries...
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(from cover page)

Although he graduated with a bachelor
degree of electrical engineering, his interest in
economic systems and finance inspired him
to study MBA. Prior to his appointment as
the President of NEDA, Mr. Newin worked for
Asian Development Bank (ADB) in Manila,
Philippines.

To get to know more about him, Friendship
had a chance to talk with him about concept
and goal at work in the bright morning in early
August.

Over the past 4 months as NEDA President,
what have you planned for NEDA?

| plan fo upgrade the work system to
international standards. Since NEDA is an agency
coordinating with both domestic and international
organizations, a more integrated approach is
required to ensure that cooperation is in the
same direction. Meanwhile, service process will
be more streamlined and concise.

For international affairs, since NEDA has
to coordinate with international agencies such
as ADB, World Bank and Japan International
Cooperation Agency - JICA, it is required to
upgrade its rules and regulations to meet
international standard, particularly for social
and environment safeguard measures.
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In addition, NEDA will work closely with
other development partners in formulating and
cofinancing development projects.

How does NEDA plan to expand its assistance
beyond transportation infrastructure development?

We formerly emphasized on transportation
infrastructures such as roads, airports and railways,
but now NEDA has diversify assistance to public
ufility such as electricity, water supply, urban
development, etc. Future plans include promotion
of economic activities along transport routes to
become economic corridors. NEDA will focus on
urban development projects such as markets,
schools and hospitals.

The concept discussed by Greater Mekong
Subregion (GMS) is about corridor towns where
those cities along the economic corridors would
be equipped with facilities that could stimulate
more economic activities including promotion
of logistic, manufacturing and tourism. Corridor
towns are located along fransport routes
linking major cities in 6 countries: Thailand,
China (Yunnan and Guangxi), Vietnam, Cambodia,
Laos and Myanmar.

What about the latest progress of the Dawei Deep
Sea Port and Industrial Estate Project?

Now the bidding for the initial phase and
the preparation of a master plan of the Dawei
project are being carried out.
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Dawei is a southern connecting point of
GMS on the Southern Economic Corridor (SEC)
which links Myanmar-Thailand-Cambodia and
Vietnam. The corridor connects Ho Chi Minh City
with Phnom Penh, Aranyaprathet and Eastern
Seaboard and continues to Bangkok and
Kanchanaburi to finally ends at Dawei. Therefore,
it is an important economic route, not only for
Thailand, but also other countries located along
the economic corridor and those investing along
the route, particularly Japanese firms which can
link their manufacturing and logistics from Eastermn
Seaboard to other points.

Moreover, India expressed its inferest in
connecting Dawei Port with Chennai Port and
Colombo Port in Sri Lanka that are the renowned
trading hubs. Meanwhile, Japan, Singapore,
South Korea and China expressed their interest
to invest in Dawei as well. Consequently, Dawei
would be a major tfrading gateway linking South
Asia, the Middle East or even Europe with ASEAN.

What about economic development cooperation
with three new countries?

Three new countries include the Democratic
Republic of Timor-Leste, the Kingdom of Bhutan
and the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka. For the Democratic Republic of
Timor-Leste, NEDA is exploring possible technical
assistance related to development of public
utility, road and water supply.

NEDA will cooperate with the Kingdom of
Bhutan on project related to Geographic Information
System (GIS).

NEDA may cooperate with the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka on infrastructure
projects for roads and water supply. The coop-
eration will bring more opportunities in economic
connection between Thai and Sri Lanka private
section.

| think that, from now on, connection with
neighboring countries is essential, especially with
ASEAN. This is necessary for sustainable economic
development in the region.

And this is what he is thinking and going
to do as the new president of NEDA, an
organization that will foster cooperation for
sustainable economic development of 7 great
neighboring countries. &
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rea limitation in Klong Luek - Poipet Border
ACheckpoint which is rather narrow and can not
be expanded in accordance to the growing volume
of cargo trucks and tourists crossing the border
resulted in delays in inspection and examination of
cargo procedures. To respond to this constraint, the
governments of the two countries agreed in
principle to establish a newly developed permanent
border checkpoint under the concept of separa-
fion of existing “Tourist and Cargo”. With the
improvement, the Klong Luek - Poipet Border
Checkpoint will be a checkpoint for tourists and
trades done by local people, while the newly
developed permanent checkpoint will be for
cross-border cargo export and import only. It will
also be a major gateway o Indo-China region
and will generate higher cross-border frade value
than other checkpoints along Thailand-Cambodia
border.

Development projects of Stung Bot
Permanent Border Checkpoint and roads linking
to the National Road No. 5 of Cambodia will help
ease burdens at the Klong Luek - Poipet Permanent
Border Checkpoint, encourage economic and
industrial expansion and effectively enhance
capacity for cross-border cargo export and import
between Thailond and Cambodia which total
value is likely to rise. They will also reduce time
and shorten customs and immigration procedures
between Thailond and Cambodia.

Also, the project is a bilateral cooperation
between Thai and Cambodian governments in
an attempt to develop significant infrastructures
to support economic activities along the GMS
Southern Economic Corridor. The project aims

to facilitate freight transport between the two

countries and improve quality of life for people
of both countries. In addition, the project can
connect tourist and freight fransport routes in
Thailand with major cities in Cambodia such as
Siem Reap and Phnom Penh. @
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Submit the answer by January 31", 2015 to win prizes.
The first 50 winners will each receive a souvenir from NEDA:

37U 50 $994
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Let's travel Lao PDR

The Mekong River is not only
enriched in civilization located for thousands
of years, but also abundant with beautiful
natural resources throughout Thailand,

Vietnam, Myanmar, Cambodia and Lao PDR.

For Lao PDR, in 2013 the European
Council for Tourism and Trade unanimously
awarded Lao PDR “The World’s Best Tourist
Destination” for the year 2013 and also declared
the country “Favorite Culture Destination”.

Vat Phou Temple The second World
Heritage Site of Lao PDR and one of cultural
heritages of the country is located at the base
of mount Phu Kao in Champasak province.
The temple was built in the 12th century or
more than 1,300 years ago in the reign of King
Mahendravarman of Chenla Kingdom. It has
been one of Lao PDR’s most important temple
since ancient time and maintained its major
role as a sacred place that binds people
together. Now it is known as a religious place for
Theravada Buddhism. @

: UshanRUI0w avaginiiu ?
: Where is Vat Phou Temple ?
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9" Anniversary of NEDA
On May 16, 2014, “Merit Making for 9" Anniversary of NEDA” was
held to commemorate the founding of the organization on May 17

at Sun Tower A, Bangkok.
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Courtesy visit to Myanmar
\ Meetings and courtesy visits fo Electric Power H.E. Minister, of Con-

F struction and National Economic Planning and Development in
Naypyidaw, the Republic of the Union of Myanmar on June 25-27, 2014.
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Survey on border crossing area of Three Pagodas Pass/Payatongsue - Thanphyuzayat

Survey on border crossing area in Myanmar for feasibility study and detailed design for the road from
Three Pagodas Pass to Payatongsue - Thanphyuzayat (Section of Payatongsue Town - Chaungsone) and also
border crossing facility in the Republic of the Union of Myanmar, Payatongsue, Myanmar on July 22, 2014.
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Opening Ceremony of Road No. 11

The opening ceremony of Road No. 11 Ban Tad Thong-Nam Sang and Sang Thong District in Lao PDR
was presided over by Lao PDR Prime Minister H.E. Thongsing Thammavong on August 15, 2014. The road
construction project is aimed to link the north of Thailand with Vientiane along the Chiang Mai-Vientiane
Economic Corridor to promote expansion of trade, investment and tourism between both countries.

Corperate Social Responsibility (CSR)
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Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)
The opening ceremony of school building and granting ceremony
of learning and sports equipment under NEDA’s corporate social

responsibility (CSR) activity for rural schools on Road No. 48 Koh Kong-Sre Ambel (R48) in Cambodia on
September 26, 2014 in the Kingdom of Cambodia. NEDA helped renovate Tatai and Tra Paing Roung
schools.

Debt Management and Government Bond Issuance
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Debt Management and Government Bond lIssuance, a knowledge transfer program for officers from
neighboring countries, was held on June 25-30, 2014. It welcomed frainees from Cambodia, Lao PDR, Myanmar,
Vietnam, Bhutan and Sri Lanka and also representatives of financial institutions such as IMF, ADB, JICA, PDMO,

BOT and Thai BMA as guest lecturers.

(from cover page)

Since diplomatic relations were established
on 19 December 1950 between our two
countries, we have had an ever strengthening
relationship and increased cooperation,
especially in economic matters, and for
cooperation on social affairs and tourism.

e Currently, the total of direct investment
from Thailand in Lao PDR is about
6,806,999,782 USD, which is ranked fo be
the 3 amongst the foreign investors in
Lao PDR.

e Regarding the Tourism sector in Lao PDR,
this has grown due to the improvement
of the infrastructure sector as well as the
similarity of cultures between Lao and Thai
people. The improvement of infrastructure
leads Lao and Thai people to travel easily
to explore the beauty of our two countries.
In addifion, the similarity of tradition, cus-
tom and Language are significant factors
to promote the growth of tourism. This can
be illustrated through the increase of the
number of Thai tourists who come to visit
Lao PDR.

e In terms of education, many universities in
Thailaond are attended by Lao students,
with scholarships and private support for
Bachelor, Masters and PhD degrees. After
graduation, those students are able to
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Opening Ceremony of Poodoo-Paklay Road

On June 26, 2014, Lao Public Works and Transport
Minister H.E. Dr. Bunchan Sinfavong and Sainyabuli
District Governor H.E. Pongsawan Sithavong attended
the opening ceremony of Phuodu-Paklai Road and
Ban Pha Kaeo Permanent Border Checkpoint. For
project, NEDA provided financial support to Lao PDR
for road and border checkpoint facility construction
in Lao territory in order to support trade and tourism
expansion and upgrade Pha Kaeo to an international
border checkpoint.



contribute to our developing country as
engineers, economists, businessmen and
women, doctors, teachers and so on.

2. NEDA has been cooperating with Lao
government on development projects
for more than a decade in terms of
technical and financial assistance,
especially the basic infrastructure sector.
How do you view NEDA’s role?

Lao PDR has received the financial
assistance from NEDA for 17 projects since
2002. All those projects are perceived as
the crucial for Socio-economic-develop-
ment in Lao PDR, especially improving
infrastructure from north to south such as
The Chiang Rai-Khunming via Lao PDR road
improvement project (Route No.3), Houi
Kon-Pak Beng Road development project,
National Road No. 11 (NR 11) road
improvement project, Ban Huag-Muang
Khob-Muang Xiang Hone and Muang
Khob-Ban Pakkhob road improvement
project, Vientiane urban road improvement
project and so on.

This creates more convenient life and
business conditions for Lao people,
particularly, boosting productivity and better
standard of living. The improvement of the
infrastructure, such as better transport for
Qoods, inevitably assists those who live in
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rural areas, as they can boost productivity,
selling products to domestic and international
markets.

In addition to boosting productivity, NEDA
also provide the financial assistance for
water supply through the Water Supply
Construction Project for Five Districts, which
allows people in rural area to consume
clean water and leads them to have better
a standard of living.

3. What is the outcome of NEDA’s
assistance toward improving the

standard of living of people of Lao
PDR?

After the completion of the project supporting
by NEDA, it can be seen that people have
a better standard of living. There are more
roads which people can access from villages
to districts, districts to provinces and between
provinces. This allows people to access better
health services within a reasonable amount of
time. For example, people who live in the rural
area can easily go to the provincial hospital
which has higher technology than the hospital
in the village. Furthermore, the producer
can expand their markets due to more
districts which is established after more roads
were constructed. This means that the
products can be distributed to the rural
area easily.

4. How would you like to see NEDA's
role in the future?

From the past until now, Lao PDR has
received the financial assistance from NEDA
which is focused only on public work sectors.
It would be more effective if NEDA can
support the financial assistance for other
priority sectors. This means that in order to
ensure more comprehensive development
and achieve the Milennium Development
Goal (MDGs), NEDA has to work closely
with other sectors in Lao PDR fo research
the priority sectors which need financial
assistance.

| hope that in the future, NEDA would continue
to support Lao PDR with both technical and
financial assistance for implementing the
projects in a wider variety of sectors, such as
human resource development, trading and
investment, public health, service and tourism,
urban development and so on.

Finally, | would like to express my appreciation
and thanks to NEDA for its very kind
cooperation, understanding the needs of
Lao PDR as a developing country, and
providing a meaningful confribution to
enhance the ties of friendship between
two countries Lao and Thailond, and in
supporting the economic development of
Lao PDR. ®
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